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Great orchestras from 
around the world
Featuring:
Claudio Abbado  
Orchestra Mozart

Antonio Pappano  
Academy of Santa Cecilia

Michael Tilson Thomas  
San Francisco Symphony
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Join us for the next Shell Classic 
International concerts featuring 
the world’s finest musicians at 
Southbank Centre.

This season we are delighted to welcome great orchestras 
and conductors from North and South America as well as 
Europe.  Making their Southbank Centre debut, Brazil’s São 
Paulo Symphony Orchestra performs with Marin Alsop and 
the Swingle Singers. Continuing Southbank Centre’s 
relationship with the phenomenal Venezuelan El Sistema 
movement, we welcome back the Teresa Carreño Youth 
Orchestra of Venezuela, sister orchestra of the Simón 
Bolívar Symphony Orchestra, who bring their huge sound, 
energy and communicative zeal to London. 
 
Antonio Pappano celebrates the struggle for human 
freedom with the vibrant Italian sound of his Orchestra and 
Chorus of the Academy of Santa Cecilia, while Michael 
Tilson Thomas, one of the great musical communicators of 
our age, leads the San Francisco Symphony in modern 
American masterpieces as well as European classics.  It is a 
particular pleasure to welcome back the inspirational 
figure of Claudio Abbado who conducts Orchestra Mozart 
with pianist Maria João Pires, sharing two concerts with the 
young and brilliant El Sistema graduate Diego Matheuz.

Gillian Moore MBE 
Head of Classical Music, Southbank Centre

As a close neighbour of Southbank Centre,  
Shell is a proud sponsor and supporter of the Shell 
Classic International concert series. The 2013/14 
series promises to be a stunning musical season  
of world-class orchestras, soloists and conductors, 
all of whom we know will delight those lucky enough 
to hear them play.

Edward Daniels,
Chairman Shell UK Limited

The Rest Is Noise is a year-long festival that digs 
deep into 20th-century history. Inspired by Alex 
Ross’ book The Rest Is Noise, we use film, debate, 
talks and a vast range of concerts to reveal 
the fascinating stories behind the century’s 
wonderful and often controversial music. We 
have brought together some of the world’s finest 
orchestras and soloists to perform many of the 
most significant works of the 20th century. We 
reveal why these pieces were written and how 
they transformed the musical language of the 
modern world. If you’re new to 20th-century  
music then this is your time to start exploring 
with us as your tour guide. Marin Alsop, Swingle 
Singers & São Paulo Symphony Orchestra on  
25 October are part of this festival.

Join the journey:  
southbankcentre.co.uk/therestisnoise

Jude Kelly OBE  
Artistic Director, Southbank Centre
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Marin Alsop conductor
Swingle Singers 

Guarnieri  Symphony No.4 (Brasília)
Bernstein   Symphonic dances from  

West Side Story
Berio Sinfonia

Brazil’s flagship orchestra returns to London 
for a night of quintessentially 1960s music with 
conductor Marin Alsop.

The famous Swingle Singers join for Berio’s 
Sinfonia. Written in the revolutionary year of 1968, 
Sinfonia is one of the most popular pieces of 
post-war music. It mixes an exhilarating collage 
of classical music, including Mahler, Strauss and 
Stravinsky, with contemporary sounds: quotations 
from Samuel Beckett, slogans from the Paris 
student demonstrations and a heart-stoppingly 
beautiful requiem for Martin Luther King. 

‘ Alive with nuance  
and detail’ 
(The New York Times on Marin Alsop)
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Marin Alsop, Swingle Singers  
& São Paulo Symphony Orchestra

FRIDAY 25 OCTOBER 2013 

TUESDAY 1 OCTOBER 2013 

Claudio Abbado conductor
Maria João Pires piano

Haydn Symphony No.94 (Surprise)
Mozart  Piano Concerto No.9, K.271 

(Jeunehomme)
Mozart Symphony No.36 (Linz)

Orchestra Mozart makes its London debut 
conducted by the great Claudio Abbado with 
Maria João Pires, ‘one of the most celebrated... 
pianists on the planet’ (The Telegraph). 

They perform Haydn’s popular symphony with 
its surprise in the second movement, Mozart’s 
Jeunehomme Piano Concerto with an intensely 
emotional slow movement and the Linz, one 
of Mozart’s own favourites, which he said he 
composed at ‘breakneck speed’. 

Royal Festival Hall, 7.30pm
Premium seats £85 
£70, £55, £45, £35, £25, £15

THURSDAY 3 OCTOBER 2013 

Diego Matheuz conductor
Maria João Pires piano

Rossini Overture, The Thieving Magpie
Beethoven Piano Concerto No.3
Beethoven Symphony No.3 (Eroica)

Young conductor Diego Matheuz is a graduate 
of the famous El Sistema Venezuelan music 
project. He conducts Rossini’s The Thieving 
Magpie Overture, which begins with a startling 
snare drum, alongside Beethoven’s celebrated 
masterpiece Eroica.

Eroica is considered by many to be one of the 
greatest symphonies ever written. Longer and 
with a wider range of emotions than any previous 
symphony, its expresses humanity’s struggle 
to conquer adversity, and ends with the blazing 
triumph of the human spirit.

Queen Elizabeth Hall, 7.30pm
Premium seats £40
£28, £21, £15, £10

‘ Breathtaking’  
(The Guardian on Claudio Abbado)
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Claudio Abbado, Diego Matheuz  
& Orchestra Mozart

The orchestra brings a flavour of Brazil with 
Guarnieri's Symphony No.4. Dedicated to the 
composer's friend Leonard Bernstein, Brasília 
contrasts lively, vivacious folk tunes with a tragic, 
dark slow movement.

Bernstein’s West Side Story, full of energy and 
complex rhythms, contains some of the best  
tunes ever composed.

Royal Festival Hall, 7.30pm
Premium seats £65
£45, £37, £29, £22.50, £17, £12

Save up to 20% 
when you book multiple concerts

See back page for details
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Save up to 20% 
when you book multiple concerts

See back page for details
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SATURDAY 15 MARCH 2014

Michael Tilson Thomas conductor 
St Lawrence String Quartet

Charles Ives/ 
Henry Brant   The Alcotts from A Concord 

Symphony arr. from Piano Sonata 
No.2 (Concord)

John Adams Absolute Jest
Berlioz Symphonie fantastique

Michael Tilson Thomas, one of the biggest 
personalities in American music today, conducts 
two concerts with the orchestra of which he is Music 
Director. Under Tilson Thomas, the San Francisco 
Symphony has won 11 Grammy Awards.
 
The concert opens with an atmospheric piece of 
Americana, complete with nostalgic hymn tunes and 
spiced with experimental rhythms and harmonies. 
The Alcotts, an orchestration of a movement from 
Charles Ives’ Concord Sonata, was written in tribute 
to the 19th-century transcendentalist philosophers 
who lived in Concord, Massachusetts.  

Contemporary master John Adams’ high-energy 
concerto for string quartet and orchestra was written 
especially for the San Francisco Symphony. 
 
Berlioz’s epic romantic symphony depicts a man’s
opium-inspired visions, including an idealised
beloved, demonic dances and a terrifying march  
to the scaffold.

Royal Festival Hall, 7.30pm
Premium seats £75
£65, £55, £45, £35, £25, £20, £15

Michael Tilson Thomas  
& San Francisco Symphony

SUNDAY 16 MARCH 2014

Michael Tilson Thomas conductor
Sasha Cooke mezzo-soprano
Ladies of the London Symphony Chorus

Mahler Symphony No.3 

Mahler’s Third Symphony is a contemplation of  
the wonder and glory of nature, from primeval  
life stirring after the depths of winter to a grand 
finale with its vision of divine love in which, as 
Mahler explained, ‘Nature in its totality may 
ring and resound.’
 
This orchestra is renowned for its performances 
of Mahler, winning seven Grammy Awards for its 
Mahler cycle conducted by its Music Director  
Tilson Thomas.

Royal Festival Hall, 3pm
Premium seats £75
£65, £55, £45, £35, £25, £20, £15

‘ The wunderkind of  
American music’  
(The Guardian on Michael Tilson Thomas)

tickets  0844 847 9934   southbankcentre.co.uk



tickets  0844 847 9934   southbankcentre.co.uktickets  0844 847 9934   southbankcentre.co.uk

SATURDAY 17 MAY 2014

Antonio Pappano conductor
Anita Watson soprano
Veronica Simeoni mezzo-soprano 
Stuart Skelton tenor
Johan Reuter baritone

Beethoven  Excerpts from Fidelio Act 2
Dallapiccola  Il Prigioniero – opera
Beethoven   Movements 3 & 4 from 

Symphony No.9

Music Director of the Royal Opera House Antonio 
Pappano conducts the vast forces of his Italian 
orchestra and chorus, exploring the theme of 
human freedom.

Beethoven’s only opera Fidelio tells the story  
of political prisoner Florestan, who is rescued  
by his wife disguised as a prison guard.
Dallapiccola’s powerful opera was composed in 
the aftermath of Mussolini’s regime.

Beethoven’s 9th Symphony celebrates the 
dream that mankind can unite in happiness, and 
its triumphant setting of Schiller’s Ode to Joy has 
become a potent symbol of human freedom.

Royal Festival Hall, 7.30pm
Premium seats £85
£70, £55, £45, £35, £25, £15

SUNDAY 18 MAY 2014

Antonio Pappano conductor
Hilba Gerzmava soprano
Ekaterina Semenchuk mezzo-soprano
Joseph Calleja tenor

Verdi  Requiem 

Verdi’s vivid and dramatic Requiem is performed 
by a stellar line-up of soloists, outstanding 
chorus and one of Italy's finest orchestras.

Verdi succeeded in creating a Requiem that has 
all the drama and intensity of one of his grandest 
operas. Pappano’s huge chorus and orchestra 
create an exciting, theatrical sound that makes 
for an unbeatable live experience. 

Royal Festival Hall, 5pm
Premium seats £85
£70, £55, £45, £35, £25, £15

Antonio Pappano, Orchestra and Chorus 
of the Academy of Santa Cecilia, Rome

Save up to 20% 
when you book multiple concerts

See back page for details

‘ Magnificent fizz  
and finesse’ 
(The Evening Standard on 
 Antonio Pappano)
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ACCESS
 
Southbank Centre is accessible to people 
with disabilities. For more information, visit 
southbankcentre.co.uk/access, call us on 
0844 847 9910 or fax 020 7921 0607

TRANSPORT
 
                     Waterloo and Embankment 
Southbank Centre Car Parks:  
– Belvedere Road (7am – 1am)
– Hayward Gallery (7am – 1am)

GET MORE WITH MEMBERSHIP
 
Become a Southbank Centre Member and enjoy 
free, unlimited entry to all exhibitions at the 
Hayward Gallery. Plus you’ll benefit from priority 
booking, no booking fees, invitations to special 
events, a private Members’ bar and much more.

For more information: 0844 875 0071 
Visit southbankcentre.co.uk/membership or ask 
in person at all Southbank Centre Ticket Offices.

SHOP, EAT AND DRINK

We have an extensive range of restaurants,  
cafés and shops here at Southbank Centre. 

Please see our website for full details
southbankcentre.co.uk/shop-eat-drink

Visitor Information

GET CLOSER: SUPPORTERS CIRCLES

Get closer to the arts at Southbank Centre and 
help support our artistic vision by joining the 
Supporters Circles. For as little as £250 a year 
you will be invited to rehearsals, receptions, 
previews and other special events. You will also 
enjoy privileged access to tickets for sold out 
performances, use of our Members’ bar for 
yourself and your guests and unlimited free  
entry to Hayward Gallery with a guest.

For details of how to become more  
involved please call 020 7921 0825 or email  
circles@southbankcentre.co.uk
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Save up to 20% 
when you book multiple concerts

See back page for details

FRIDAY 6 JUNE 2014

Christian Vásquez conductor

Berlioz   Overture, Le Carnaval 
Romain

Stravinsky  The Firebird Suite (1919)
Rimsky-Korsakov  Sheherazade 

Continuing the Venezuelan musical phenomenon 
that has been celebrated at Southbank Centre 
and across the world, we’re delighted to welcome 
back the Teresa Carreño Youth Orchestra of 
Venezuela following the five-star reviews for 
their performances here in 2010.

Conductor Christian Vásquez is a rising star  
of the El Sistema movement, which will inspire 
hundreds of young people at our Sounds 
Venezuela festival over the weekend.

This huge orchestra of 14 to 19-year-olds, the 
sister orchestra of the Simón Bolívar Symphony 
Orchestra, performs fairy-tale music by 
Stravinsky and Rimsky-Korsakov, painting exotic 
pictures of mysterious firebirds, Italian revelries 
and Arabian nights. 

Royal Festival Hall, 7.30pm
Premium seats £65
£45, £37, £29, £22.50, £17, £12

SUNDAY 8 JUNE 2014

Christian Vásquez conductor

Strauss  Don Juan
Falla   The Three-Cornered Hat, 

Suite No.2
Tchaikovsky  Symphony No.6 (Pathétique)

Strauss created much excitement with his  
Don Juan, a vibrant, electrifying orchestral piece 
that was innovative and shocking in 1888. 

Commissioned by Diaghilev for the Ballet Russes, 
Manuel de Falla’s The Three-Cornered Hat contains 
humour, witty characterisations and glorious 
Spanish dances.

By contrast, Tchaikovsky’s final symphony, 
composed shortly before he died, is full of 
anguish and melancholy. It is some of his most 
beautiful music as well as his saddest.

Royal Festival Hall, 5pm
Premium seats £65
£45, £37, £29, £22.50, £17, £12

‘ The sheer physicality 
of the sound was 
astonishing’  
(The Guardian on Teresa Carreño  
Youth Orchestra of Venezuela)

Christian Vásquez & Teresa Carreño 
Youth Orchestra of Venezuela
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How  
to book
southbankcentre.co.uk
0844 847 9934* 9am – 8pm (daily)
* Transaction fees apply.
No transaction fees for Southbank Centre 
Members.

IN PERSON
Royal Festival Hall Ticket Office,  
10am – 8pm (daily)

SERIES SAVINGS
Book 3 – 4 concerts and save 10%
Book 5 or more concerts and save 20%
(Not available on Premium seats)

GROUP DISCOUNTS
20% discount for groups of ten or more.
Call 0844 875 0070

CONCESSIONS
A limited allocation of half-price tickets 
is available for recipients of Jobseekers 
Allowance, Income Support, Pension 
Credit, those aged 16 and under and 
full-time students. Appropriate cards 
to be shown and discounts cannot be 
combined.
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